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SUBJECT: TIMING OF PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN SINGAPORE 

REF: SINGAPORE 3482 

1 . STATEMENT IN ULTIMATE SENTENCE OF PARA 1 REFTEL IS 
INCORRECT. THREE MONTHS IS MAXIMUM TIME THAT CAN PASS 
BETWEEN DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT AND ELECTIONS. THIS 
IS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 50 OF SINGAPORE CONSTITUTION 
WHICH STATES THAT ELECTION MUST OCCUR "WITHIN THREE 
MONTHS AFTER EVERY DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT". 

2. ON OTHER HAND, ACCORDING TO PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 
ACT, MINIMUM PERIOD OF TIME BETWEEN DISSOLUTION OF 
PARLIAMENT AND ELECTION IS 14 DAYS. IF DATE OF PUBLICATION 
OF "WRIT OF ELECTION" IS DAY "X", DATE OF NOMINATION IS 

"X" PLUS 5 (MINIMUM), AND DATE OF ELECTION IS "X" PLUS 5 PLUS 9 
PLUS "X" PLUS 14 (MINIMUM) OR "X" PLUS 5 PLUS EIGHT WEEKS (MAXIMUM). 

3. IF AS IN 1972 (DATE OF LAST GENERAL ELECTION) "WRIT OF 
ELECTION" IS ISSUED BY PRESIDENT CONCURRENTLY 
WITH THE "DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT" NOTICE, A 
MINIMUM OF FIVE DAYS MUST PASS PRIOR TO THE "DATE 
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OPPOSITION ARE AUTOMATICALLY RETURNED TO OFFICE 
UPON CERTIFICATION OF "RETURNING OFFICER", WHEREAS 
ELECTION TO DETERMINE VICTORS IN CONTESTED CON- 
STITUENCIES MUST OCCUR NINE DAYS AFTER "DATE OF 
NOMINATION". 

4. SINCE PRESIDENT ACTS UPON ADVICE OF GOVERNMENT 
BOTH IN DISSOLVING PARLIAMENT AND IN ISSUING WRIT 

OF ELECTION, GOVERNMENT CAN OBVIOUSLY DETERMINE, WITHIN 
LIMITS, LENGTH OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN. IN 1972 THE 
PRESIDENT DISSOLVED PARLIAMENT ON AUGUST 16, AND CON- 
CURRENTLY ISSUED HIS "WRIT OF ELECTION", DESIGNATING 
AUGUST 23 AS NOMINATION DAY. ELECTION FOLLOWED 
AUTOMATICALLY ON SEPTEMBER 2, AFTER PASSAGE OF NINE 
DAYS. 

5. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH USUALLY WELL-INFORMED OBSERVERS STILL 
BELIEVE THE ELECTION WILL BE HELD BEFORE THE END OF 

THIS YEAR - PROBABLY IN NOVEMBER - WE ARE INCLINED TO THINK 
THAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAS NOT REACHED A FINAL DECISION 
ON THE DATE. MEANWHILE, THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PAP ARE MAKING ALL 
THE NECESSARY PREPARATIONS SO THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WILL HAVE 
THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF OPTIONS AVAILABLE. 

GRANT 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CENTRAL LEGISLATURE, ELECTIONS, REORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 SEP 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SINGAP04286 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760346-0250 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760966/aaaaceqg.tel 

Line Count: 85 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 SINGAPORE 3482 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 JUN 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <23 SEP 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TIMING OF PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN SINGAPORE 
TAGS: PINT, SN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



